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Special  Wedding Sect ion

ªRomance is in the air, 

Get out the checkbook!º
  
     Yes, romance has a price, when it comes 
to weddings, that is. But Southern Family 
Magazine can show you how to have a 
wonderful wedding, with all the extras, and 
save money by carefully choosing your venue 
and professional sta•.
     Here in the Tennessee Valley we have 
some beautiful gardens, chapels, and 
lodges that rival those exclusive wedding 
destinations, at a fraction of the cost.
     But, €rst of course, comes the ring. 
Surprises may work for some couples, but the 
only way to be sure is to set a budget, then 
visit several jewelers together, making sure 
that you are in agreement.
     Jimmy Ray Smith of Jimmy Smith 
Jewelers in Decatur always advises that the 
ring be presented in a very special way. ª I 
never put the ring on the lady's €nger when 
we are showing them, ª he said, ª I tell the 
prospective bride groom that only he should 
place it on her hand, so after they make their 
purchase, I give the package to him, and tell 
him that he should pick a romantic setting in 
which to formally give her the ring.º
•     ªI also mention to them that if they 
should happen to drop the ring during the 
ceremony, they should continue on, just as 
if nothing had happened,º he laughed, ª 
‚ey can €nd it later, when everyone isn't 
watching!º
     Now, you can work on the other things 
that will make your wedding the one you've 
always dreamed of.
     To get started you need to set your date, 
then €nd your venue, and make sure they 
have the date available.
     I always advise brides to check the 
calendar, don't plan a wedding on the 
night of a big ballgame, your high school's 
homecoming or a major holiday. 
     Laurie McGuire of Madelyn's In ‚e 
Grove, a beautiful, vintage 1910 home in 
Athens, says that sometimes she books as 
much as a year in advance, so make this your 
next consideration.
     ‚en make a list of priorities; I'm a €rm 
believer in lists, so start with the dress.
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     Finding the dress will set the mood 
of the whole wedding. If it is to be a 
very formal occasion, you will need to 
€nd a formal wedding dress. If it is set 
in an outdoor location, you may want 
to re-think that chapel length train, and 
go for a vintage dress, or maybe a more 
tailored look.
     Take your time €nding the perfect 
dress, don't make any hasty decisions. 
Never shop for such an important item 
when you are rushed or tired.
     When you have chosen your own 
dress, you want to give some thought 
to the colors you've chosen for you 
wedding, now go and pick out the 
dresses for your wedding party. 
     Just a note about your bridesmaid's 
attire, if you choose a, ªtrendy,º color, 
it may look outdated in your wedding 
album more quickly than if you choose 
traditional styles and colors.•••• 
     Take into consideration which 
"owers will be used, and if possible, 
tie them into the dresses, or "oral 
arrangements on the tables.
     Now is the time to visit your "orist, 
choose which "owers you would like to 
use on the bu•et tables, the centerpieces 

Here
     Comes theBride

for the guests tables, and the bridal 
and wedding party bouquets and 
boutonni#res. Florists have to put 
in orders for some selections several 
months in advance. It may save you 
money to use "owers that are blooming 
at the time of your wedding.
     Before going any further, make 
out your guest list. You can't talk to a 
caterer before knowing how many they 
will be serving. 
     Always allow for a few extra people 
that you might have overlooked. 
Gather• addresses for the invitations at 
the same time.
     Many caterers have tasting fairs 
or make samples from which you can 
choose your wedding cakes, appetizers 
and main menu. 
     Set a budget and let your caterer 
know how much you expect to spend, 
then have them present you with a 
menu that meets your requirements.
     One thing I've learned from hosting 
outdoor weddings, is that you never 
want to choose a chocolate layered cake 
in temperatures over 70 degrees. If your 
groom insists on chocolate, and most 
do, then choose a rectangular cake, 

with no more than two or three layers, 
and make sure each layer is much smaller 
than the one underneath. ‚is prevents 
them sliding all over the place. 
     Now, pick out a photographer with 
whose work you are familiar. ‚is is one 
of the things you can do online, as most 
photographers post their work on web 
pages. Pick out two or three of them and 
go for an interview. Get to know your 
photographer, this will be your best friend on 
your wedding day! 
     If possible, go with your photographer 
to the venue and look over possible sites 
for making pictures. Set dates for making 
engagement pictures and for other 
pictures that can be made ahead of time.
     After the wedding, which goes by in a 
blur for most couples, what you will have 
left are your pictures, so make sure that 
you have a good relationship with your 
photographer, this is essential.
     Having a video made is another great 
investment, that way you can re-live the 
whole wedding, and hear your guests 
as they wish you well. You can't be 
everywhere at once, there may be things 
you will miss, even at your own wedding, 
so don't leave amateur videographers to 
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do the whole thing. 
Professionals will have 
the best equipment 
available, are able to set 
your video to music, 
and label events.
     Katie England of 
Video Expressions, 
in Eva, always warns 
brides that you can't 
take for granted the 
importance of videoing 
your wedding. 
Professionals are there 
for that purpose only, 
to get it right. Guests 
who are shooting video 
may have other things 
on their minds, people 
to talk to, and certainly 
they will stop to enjoy 
some wedding cake!
     Katie likes to 
include still photos 
of the couple as 
children, and she can 
do personal interviews 
with the bride and 
groom separately 
before the wedding, 
so that she is able to 
capture those tender 
moments before the 
rush starts. Her video's 
will chronicle your 
life story, and can 
even include your 
honeymoon pictures!
     Now, get ready 
to pick out your 
invitations, this needs to be done at least four months 
in advance, to allow time for you to choose the perfect 
invitation, and there are literally thousands from which to 
choose.
     When you make your decision, get a date from the 
printer as to when you can expect them to be delivered. 
     Gather some of your wedding party, family and friends, 
because this takes some time, you will need to get those 
invitations in the mail at least four weeks in advance.•• 
     Some couples choose to invest in, ºSave the date,º cards, 
which are very helpful to your guests in making plans ahead 
of time.
     Making reservations for out of town guests can be done 
in advance, also. A thoughtful touch is to book rooms in a 
bed and breakfast inn, rather than a hotel. 
     Betty Maloney of Longing For Home Bed & Breakfast 
in Rogersville, Alabama provides a wonderful atmosphere 
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for your guests, and can 
also provide the site for 
the entire wedding.
     Betty advises that 
brides be "exible, ª 
Don't let the details get 
in the way, perfection 
can sometimes be the 
enemy, at the end of the 
day, you will be married 
to the person you love.º
•••••••••••• Visit rental 
places to €nd your 
choice of chairs, tables, 
candelabras, and table 
linens. You may €nd 
lots of other items 
you will be needing 
there , also, like punch 
bowls, fountains, and 
dinnerware.
     Make an 
appointment with 
someone you are 
familiar with to do your 
hair and nails on the 
day before, or the day 
of , your wedding. ‚is 
is no time to try out a 
new hairdresser! 
•••••••••••••• It's a good 
idea to try new 
hairstyles all during the 
planning process, each 
time you go in for a 
trim, so that you will 
know exactly how you 
want your hair. If you 
are wearing a veil, take 

it with you so that you 
can pick a style that compliments it.
     Don't forget to make an appointment for the day you get 
your bridal portrait•• done. 
     Make your honeymoon plans as soon as possible, don't 
leave this until the last minute, you will have to have to 
apply for a passport several weeks in advance to go to some 
destinations.
     If all this sounds daunting to you, you can always 
hire a wedding planner or consultant. ‚is takes away a 
tremendous amount of pressure, especially from the mother 
of the bride! 
     A professional wedding planner can take care of a 
multitude of details and is there to handle any last minute 
emergencies.
     Regina Crawford of Crawford's Gifts in Athens, has been 
doing just that for the past €fteen years. She will be happy to 
sit down with you and help you customize•• your wedding, 
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from designing your bouquet to working 
with your caterer to make your reception 
memorable for you and all your guests. 
     Wedding planners have lists of other 
professionals if you haven't found everything 
you need, and will be happy to set up 
meeting times to suit your 
schedule.

     My last piece of advice is this; wear 
comfortable shoes! Don't pick something 
that will hurt just because it looks good. 
No one is going to see them anyway, and 
if your poor feet hurt, it will show up as 
frown lines in your pictures. 
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     Now, take a breath, tackle your list, 
and get ready for the time of your life! 
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